FORSYTH COUNTY EMS
Trauma Protocols

Trauma: Chest

Universal Patient Care Protocol MR/ EMT
+ Expanded Scope EMT
Airway Protocol EMT-I
v EMT-P

Spinal Immobilization Protocol Medical Control

Y

Assess Breath Sounds
Sucking chest wound?
Flail segment?

Y

Diminished or Absent Breath No
Sounds?

+ Yes

Vital signs / perfusion?
Abnormal A Normal

y_ X
. Contact Medical Control . Ongoing Assessment
- Chest Decompression - Reassess Respiratory Status

and Perfusion

Y

> IV Protocol

Transport should not be
delayed for IV access!

Pearls:

* Exam: Mental Status, Skin, HEENT, Heart, Lung, Abdomen, Extremities, Back, Neuro

* Mechanism is the most reliable indicator of serious injury.

* In prolonged extrications consider air transport for transport times.

* Use high index of suspicion with blunt trauma.

* Indications for Chest Decompression: Absent or diminished breath sounds with signs of circulatory
compromise.
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